
Driving while distracted is a growing problem in Louisiana, and a 
significant cause of car accidents. Ideally, all motorists should 
have uninterrupted focus on the road, but in real life, it’s not that 
straightforward.

The Types of Distracted Driving 
There are four types of distractions while driving :

A manual distraction means  doing something other than driving with 
your hands, such as putting on makeup, texting or eating a snack. 

A visual distraction means looking at something other than the road. 
The driver may be distracted by scenery, a road sign, or the screen on 
your console.

Auditory distractions are sounds that interrupt concentration, like sirens 
or music playing in the car. 

Cognitive distractions mean the driver’s mind is wandering and they 
are not fully focused on the road. 

Distracted driving was ranked fourth behind aggressive driving, alcohol and not wearing a 

seatbelt. Of total car accident fatalities in Louisiana, 48 were caused by distracted driving - 

this is a 41% increase over the past five years. Clearly, distracted driving is a growing problem 

in the Bayou State. 

These statistics on distracted driving accidents in Louisiana highlight the importance of concentrating on the road while driving. In 

order to make your journey as safe as possible, don’t multitask while driving. If you need to make a phone call, send a text, eat a 

sandwich, comb your hair or change the settings on your stereo, do these things either before or after your trip. If needed, pull over 

safely and complete your task then. Stay aware of conditions on the road - your drive is not the time to daydream!

The Center for Research and Analytics and Research in Transportation Safety at Louisiana 

State University reports that the majority of fatalities caused by distracted driver accidents in 

2021  were by a distraction inside the vehicle (20). This is followed by a distraction outside the 

vehicle (17), cell phones (10) and other electronic devices (1). 

Who Drives Distracted the Most? 
Teenage drivers are most likely to text or email while 
behind the wheel. 

The CDC found that 60% of drivers under 18 drive while 
distracted by their phones. 

Distracted Driving in Louisiana
Four primary factors caused 78% of all fatal 
crashes over a five year period in Louisiana. 

Cell phones were also the cause of 836 crashes with non-fatal 
injuries and 2511 crashes with property damage only. 
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Distracted Driving Statistics in New Orleans
Three parishes in greater New Orleans had a significant number of 

accidents caused by distracted driving in 2021:
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In Jefferson Parish, 41% of the 73 crashes causing 
serious injuries were caused by distracted driving, 
and there was 1 fatality. 

In Orleans Parish, 42% of 33 crashes causing 
serious injuries were caused by distracted driving, 
and there were 14 fatalities.

In St. Tammany Parish, 46% of 45 crashes 
causing serious injuries were caused by 
distracted driving, and there were 14 fatalities. 

Even if you follow these tips, you may end up in an accident caused by another driver who was 
distracted behind the wheel. There’s no need to deal with the aftermath alone. Contact us for a 

consultation to see how we can help. 
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What defines distracted driving, and how does it 
affect drivers in Louisiana? 

Facts about Distracted Driving in Louisiana 

Statistics on New Orleans Distracted Driving Accidents in 2021

1. There are four types of distractions while driving - manual, visual, auditory and cognitive.

5. Over the past five years, there has been a 41% increase in distracted driving fatalities.

3. Distracted driving is one of the primary factors in a car accident in Louisiana. 

7. Cell phone distractions also caused 836 crashes with non-fatal injuries and 2511 crashes with 
property damage only. 

2. Young drivers are the most likely to cause an accident by driving distracted. 

6. In 2021, distracted driving fatalities were caused by: Cell phones (10), other electronic devices (1), 
another distraction inside the vehicle (20) or another distraction outside the vehicle (17) 

4. There were 48 car accident fatalities caused by distracted driving in Louisiana in 2021. 

8. Jefferson Parish -41% of  73 crashes causing serious injuries,  1 fatality. 

9. Orleans Parish - 42% of 33 crashes causing serious injuries, 14 fatalities. 

10. St. Tammany Parish - 46% of 45 crashes causing serious injuries, 14 fatalities, 
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1. www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/distracted_driving/index.html#risk

2. https://www.lahighwaysafety.org/Documents/Presentations SpecReports/2019 Crash Data Report Presentation.pdf
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